
MOVING MEDIA GUIDES ONLINE! 

Making the transition from the printed world into the digital age
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In today’s day and age, printed media guides 
have become a thing of the past.  For Division I 
insitutions, its non-existent, but for the Division 
II’s and III’s of the world, media guides have 
proven to be powerful recruiting tools in the 
process of enticing student-athletes to attend 
your institution.

So what advantage does the media guide give? 
It’s a compact book that normally shares to a 
prospective student-athlete a number of differ-
ent things. The school and the surrounding 
area, the administration, the athletics depart-
ment staff, rosters, biographies, headshots, 
records, awards .... and the list goes on.

What exactly is the online version and how does 
it fill the same need as a media guide? What 
your website can do is become your online me-
dia guide, but can be broken down to how you 
would want to see it.  In short, you aren’t bound 
by page numbers in a book.

How do I take my media guide and turn it into 
a guide online? One of the most important keys 
is to check with your website service provider to 

see what would work best for your site.  Every-
one has a different provider, be it SIDEARM, 
Presto, CBSsports, etc... so you’ll want to take a 
look at the capabilities.

One of the biggest points to this handout is not 
to show you how to do it to your site, but to give 
you the steps to create and catalogue everything 
on to that next step. 

At Rensselaer, we refer to our system as the 
Sports Almanacs with the Rensselaer Athlet-
ics Guide. And through our almanac we have 
created overall categories for the history of RPI 
Athletics, as well as individual sport histories for 
a number of our varsity programs.  

How do I go about getting started? First off, one 
of the simplest ways to convert your material 
from say InDesign, is to copy the info directly 
into a word document.  Once you’ve gotten the 
info into a Word doc, you are able to save it for 
future use and updating.

Think about what you want to include.  For 
those sports that had media guides, your choices 

are pretty simple.  You simply convert over the 
information from your previous guide, update 
and you’re set.  In terms of those sports that do 
not have that luxury, it usually means a lot of 
research.  One of the best things is to make a 
general list of all the topics that you’d like to see 
within each sport page and start from there.

Generally, the Rensselaer Athletics sport alma-
nac pages wanted to include a PDF with the 
complete roster, statistics and schedule & results 
from every possible year of competition.  Next 
we tried to make sure any National All-Ameri-
cans had their own section, along with All-Time 
Rosters, All-Time Coaches, All-Time Scoring 
and All-Time Goaltending (when applicable). 
Conference Honors, along with team records 
and awards were also researched and added.

When you’re ready to actually take the informa-
tion and put it on your website, one of the key 
things to do is decide upon the look you’d like 
to go with for the almanac.  Do you want to do 
button style, maybe images as the links.  You can 
be as creative as you want to be.

To view Rensselaer’s online version of 
sports histories, log on to 

http://www.rpiathletics.com/Almanacs
or click on the QR Code below!

http://www.rpiathletics.com/sports/2010/6/24/GEN_0624103041.aspx?tab=almanacs



